To: Guilderland Planning Board

From: Guilderland Conservation Advisory Council

Date:September 4, 2013 

Re.: Fletcher – 6522 Westfall Road, Altamont, NY 12009

APPLICATION

Applicant(s): Raymond F. Fletcher, Lincoln Ave., Altamont, NY 12009

Proposed Subdivision: A proposed  two lot subdivision of 172.8 acres.

Location: Property is in the western part of the Town, just north of the village of Altamont and touching upon the boundary with the Town of Knox.

Zoning: RA-5.

Site Inspection Summary:

Site Inspection Date: August 24, 2013

Meeting Attendees: ( August 19, 2013) Applicant and Presenters Raymond and Janelle Fletcher; GCAC Members Stephen Albert, David Heller, Gordon McClelland, Stuart Reese, Steven Wickham and John Wemple (Chair).

Inspected by: Applicant and Presenters Raymond and Janelle Fletcher; GCAC Members David Heller, Gordon McClelland, Stuart Reese, Steven Wickham and John Wemple (Chair).

Conclusions: Since there is no plan to change the existing layout of Lot #1 and there is little if any planned change for Lot #2, GCAC does not envision any significant effect on the environment or to the neighbors if this two lot subdivision is approved. At the site visit, GCAC did view a significant amount of Lot #1 although the portion on the north side for which no planned development was indicated. Since the portion of Lot #1 on the north side of the residence was not walked, GCAC Chair did go back on August 26th and attempted to determine how close to the creek and floodplain as well the relative height above the creek the residence is.  

Due to the thick vegetation, it was difficult to make a precise determination even by viewing it from the north side of the creek. Nevertheless, it does appear that creek bank adjacent to the residence is high in nature which along with the existing vegetation and trees on that area would deter flood waters from reaching the residence. Along with this, it is the opinion of GCAC that, based on the Fletchers statements, the residence is located high enough on the hill to negate major harm from the creek. 

GCAC feels it would be advisable for either the Planning Board or the Town Planner to alert the Town Historian to the fact that, as noted in the “Historical Considerations” section of this report, proposed Lot #1 is the site of an old family cemetery containing remains of three American Revolutionary soldiers so that the appropriate DAR can be contacted for maintenance of the grave site. 

Submitted by: _____________________________

                         John G. Wemple, Jr. - Chair

INSPECTION DETAILS








Applicant(s): Raymond F. Fletcher








Address:  1Lincoln Avenue,









      Altamont, NY 12009      






    

Background: The Fletchers had been interested in this Westfall Road property prior to the death of the owner, Mary Decker, who passed away according to the Times Union on January 9 of this year. Subsequently her estate became willing to subdivide the property with the Fletchers being interested in purchasing the smaller 25 + acre lot on the east side of Westfall Road. This is noted as Lot # 1 on the proposed subdivision drawing. Since there is apparent interest in the land conservancy purchasing the remaining acreage on the west side of  Westfall Road and since much of the larger lot noted as Lot # 2, GCAC concentrated most of their efforts at the site visit on the smaller lot; although GCAC did inspect a portion of Lot 2. On Lot 2 there is a large open field of golden rod on the north side on the creek which has an area which could be considered appropriate as a building lot on the upper edge of this open field a short distance to the west of Westfall Road with an existing farm road leading to it. 

According to the Fletchers, the land was once farmed but apparently just lies idle. Lot 1 has an existing residence and out buildings with the creek running through the lot. 

In reviewing the Tax Map, it appears that the area does not include parcel # 36.00-1-13 along the south side of the creek but it does include an even large area on the south side of Bozenkill Road through which two feeder streams lead into the creek near parcel 36.00-1-41. 

Besides the residence on Lot #1 which includes an attached garage, the lot also contains a large garage building and two old out buildings. A pond to the south of the residence also adds to the attractiveness of the property while being a ready source of water in case it is needed in an emergency. 

Topography: According to the Fletchers, the property is flat on Lot #1 near the Creek and hilly toward the north. USGS topo map of the Altamont quadrant (via TopoQuest) shows the Bozenkill at approximately 460 ft. AMSL near the west boundary of the property with a decrease in elevation to about 440 ft. AMSL about midway across the property as the creek travels to the east, and at about 420 ft AMSL as it goes under the Westfall Road bridge and then down to 400 ft. AMSL at a point about a quarter of the way across Lot #1. 

The elevation of Lot #2 rises to 700 + ft. AMSL at its northwest corner, at about 600 ft. AMSL near the mid point of its northeast boundary line and approximately 580 ft AMSL along the midpoint of the northern boundary line of Lot #2. On the south side of the creek, the rise is more gentle with the highest elevation at about 500 + ft. AMSL at the far south west corner of Lot #2; at approximately 540 ft AMSL where it borders the D & H railway; and near or below 420 ft. AMSL on the south side of the creek on Lot #1. At time of site visit, GCAC observed, as the Fletchers had noted at the August 19th meeting, that the residence does sit up on a hill, which appears to be above the flood plain. From the residence and out buildings, the property slopes downward to the rear toward the creek with some apple trees on the lower level between the hill and what appears to be the area of the flood plain. On a little higher level to the south of the residence is a pond which appears to be independent of the creek and appears to have its own overflow route toward the north east and may act as a tributary to the creek.  

Vegetation/Trees:  According to the Fletchers, trees on the property include pine, maple, fir trees as well as apple trees and noted that there are rows of pine trees. Additionally GCAC noted Sycamore, locust, possible dogwood and birch as well as oak, pin oak, shagbark hickory and poplars. Much of the residence is nicely landscaped with large areas of open lawns.


Page 2 of 8 – Inspection (Continued) – Fletcher – Westfall Rd. - August 2103

Soil: According to the Fletchers, the soil is clay. 

A review of Sheets Number 9 and 10 of  the soil data from “Soil Survey of Albany County, New York” -1992 – James H. Brown indicates that there are sixteen different soils on this property. On Lot #1, on the north side of the creek – the north west corner and running just beyond the midway point of the north boundary is an area of NuD soil followed by a narrow strip of NuE. In the area below the NuD before reaching the creek be is a small area of ChB soil. Below, or south of that  point where the creek flows is an area of Fx soil in the creek bed. To the east of this is a large area of VaB soil which covers more that half the area of Lot #! on the south side of and a portion of the creek. Residence appears to be located on an area of AsB soil which juts into the VaB area just mentioned. To the south of this, at the south corner of Lot #1 is an area of HnB soil. A small wedge shaped area of Ae soil. At the north east corner of Lot #1 just south or the strip of NuE soil already mention is an area of CkB soil through which the creek flows. 

On the west side of Westfall Road which makes up Lot #2. Starting at the far north west corner there is a large area of NuE soil which extends over two thirds of the way into Lot #2 and along with a fairly large area of NuD soil covers much of the mid section of the lot. Along the west boundary to the south of the NuE is a large area of CkB soil; and to the south of this is an area of NuE through which the Bozenkill flows. East of this area is a fairly large area of LrE soil running along the south boundary. Near the north west boundary is a relatively small area of BuB soil and to the south of this is more NuD soil. Along the north boundary about halfway along this border is a small area of AnC soil followed by a narrow strip of NuD to its east which  joins up with a large area of NuD already noted. To the east of this is a large area of LrE soil with an area of NuD on its north and ChB on its south. Just below this to the south is a narrow strip of CkB and Fx soils through which the creek flows. At the south east corner of Lot #2 near Westfall Road is an area of LoC, with HnB next to it and AsB to the east of that. Looking at the south portion of the mid section on of the lot there is an area of HnC through which the creek flows as does the tributary leading to it from the southwest. To the south of this soil is an area of LoD and a very small segment of LrE which is on the south side of Bozenkill Road. Further along that road to the west are small areas of AsF and LoB soils to the west of the LoD.     

A brief description of the soils is as follows:

Ae - Allis silt loam – This nearly level soil is moderately deep and poorly drained. The seasonal high water table in this soil is at a depth of less than 1 foot and is perched on the silty clay loam subsoil from November through June. The seasonal high water table limits rooting depth. Bedrock is 20 to 40 inches below the surface. Permeability is slow to very slow. Available water capacity is moderate, and runoff is slow. Most areas of this soil is brushland. The limitations of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements are the seasonal high water table and depth to bedrock. Installing subsurface drains around footings and foundations will lower the water table. Adding fill material to elevate the floor of dwellings without basements above the surrounding ground level  and grading to divert surface water will also reduce wetness. The main limitations of this soil for local roads and streets are the seasonal high water table and low strength. Constructing roads on raised, fill material will reduce wetness and prevent the road damage that the seasonal high water table causes. Providing a suitable subsurface or base material will improve soil stability and strength. The main limitation affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields are the seasonal high water table and the depth to bedrock. Specially designed systems will overcome the moderate depth to bedrock and the seasonal high water table. Drainage around the filter field and diversion of surface water from higher areas will reduce wetness. The hardness of the local bedrock will influence costs. Other soils that are deeper and better drained in the nearby higher landscape 
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AsF – Arnot-Rock outcrop complex, 25 to 70 percent slopes – This map unit consists of a deep and very steep, shallow Arnot soil and areas where bedrock is exposed at the surface. This soil is not suited to cultivation because of the slope, shallow depth to bedrock, rock outcrops, severe erosion hazard, and droughtiness. Likewise, due to the slope and depth to bedrock, this soil poses a limitation to dwellings with basements, local roads and streets and septic tank absorption fields. 

AsB  – Arnot-Rock outcrop complex, 0 to 8 percent slopes – This map unit consists of nearly level to gently sloping, shallow Arnot soil and areas where bedrock is exposed at the surface. This soil is not suited to cultivated crops because of the shallow depth to bedrock, rock outcrops, and droughtiness. The main limitation to dwellings with basements is the depth to bedrock. The main limitation of the Arnot soil for local roads and streets is the shallow depth to bedrock. Carefully planning and laying out road grades and routes will avoid bedrock removal. The main limitation affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields is the depth to bedrock. 

BuB – Burdett silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes - This gently sloping soil is very deep and somewhat poorly drained. The seasonal high water table in this Burdett soil is perched on the clayey subsoil at a depth of ½ foot to 1 ½ feet from December to May in most years. Permeability is moderate in the surface and subsurface layers and slow in the subsoil and substratum. Available water capacity is high. Surface runoff is medium. County soil survey notes that most of the acreage of this soil is used as hayland, pasture, or woodland. The main limitation of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements is the seasonal high water table. Installing foundation drains and applying protective coatings to basement walls help prevent wet basements. Land grading and properly placed diversions will remove surface water. The main limitations for local roads and streets on this soil are the seasonal high water table and frost-action potential. This soil is soft when wet and causes the pavement to crack under heavy traffic. Constructing roads on raised fill material will reduce wetness and prevent the road damage that the seasonal high water table causes. Providing a coarse textured subgrade or base material and providing surface or subsurface drainage will reduce the frost-action potential and enhance soil strength. The main limitations affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields are the seasonal high water table and the slow percolation in the subsoil. A specially designed septic tank absorption field or an alternative system will properly filter effluent. An alternate system will include a drainage system around the filter field to lower the water table, diversion ditches to intercept water from the higher areas, and an enlarged trench below the distribution line to improve percolation.

ChB - Chenango gravelly silt loam, loamy substratum, 3 to 8 percent slopes. - This gently sloping soil is very deep and well drained to somewhat excessively drained. The seasonal high water table is at a depth of more than 5 feet in most areas. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate or moderately rapid in the subsoil and moderately rapid in the substratum. The available water capacity is moderate, and surface runoff is slow. There are no limitations to use of this soil as a site for dwellings with basements. The main limitation of this soil for local roads and streets is the frost-action potential. Constructing roads on raised fill that consists of coarse-grained base material will reduce frost action. The main limitation of this soil foe septic tank absorption fields is slow percolation in the subsoil. Enlarging the trenches below this distribution lines will increase percolation.

CkB – Chenango channery silt loam, fan, 3 to 8 percent slopes - This gently sloping soil is very deep and well drained to somewhat excessively drained. The seasonal high water table in this Chenango soil is at a depth of 3 to 5 feet in most areas. The soil is subject to rare flooding. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate or moderately rapid in subsoil 
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and rapid in the substratum. The available water capacity is low, and surface runoff is slow. This soil is well suited to pasture, but midsummer droughtiness retards plant growth. Proper stocking rates, rotation grazing, and yearly mowing help keep the pasture in good condition. The main limitations affecting this use of this soil as site for septic tank absorption fields are rare flooding and a poor filtering capacity in the substratum. The rapidly permeable filtering substratum is a poor filter of effluent. Consequently, ground-water contamination is a hazard. Nearby soils, such as the more sloping areas of Chenango soils that are not subject to flooding are better suited to this use.

Fx – Fluvaquents-Udifluvents complex, frequently flooded This soil unit consists of very deep, nearly level, very poorly drained to moderately well drained loamy soils formed in recent alluvial deposits on flood plains. These soils are subject to frequent flooding and are commonly wet. Bedrock is generally at a depth of more than 5 feet. Permeability, the available water capacity, organic matter content, and soil reaction vary with the composition of alluvium. County soil survey notes that most of the acreage is used as woodland or pasture or is idle. These soils are not suited to urban uses because of periodic flooding and prolonged wetness.

HnB – Hornell silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes. -This gently sloping soil is moderately deep and somewhat poorly drained. The seasonal high water table in this soil is perched above the clayey subsoil at a depth of 6 to 18 inches from December to May. Depth to bedrock is 20 to 40 inches. It restricts rooting depth. Permeability is moderate in the surface layer and slow or very slow in the subsoil. The available water capacity is moderate. The main limitation of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements is the seasonal high water table. Diversions placed above the building site, foundation drains, and a protective coating on basement walls help prevent wet basements. The main limitations of this soil for local roads and streets are the seasonal high water table and low strength. Constructing roads on raised fill material and installing drainage reduce wetness. Coarse textured subgrade or base material helps improve soil strength. The main limitations affecting use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields are the seasonal high water table, the depth to bedrock, and the slow percolation. According to the soil survey reference book sited, a specially designed septic tank absorption field,  including drainage around the site, will adequately filter effluent.  

HnC – Hornell silt loam, 8 to 15 percent slopes. -This strongly sloping soil is moderately deep and somewhat poorly drained. The seasonal high water table in this soil is perched above the clayey subsoil at a depth of 6 to 18 inches from December to May. Depth to bedrock is 20 to 40 inches. It restricts rooting depth. Permeability is moderate in the surface layer and slow or very slow in the subsoil. The available water capacity is moderate. The main limitation of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements is the seasonal high water table. Diversions placed above the building site, foundation drains, and a protective coating on basement walls help prevent wet basements. The main limitations of this soil for local roads and streets are the seasonal high water table and low strength. Constructing roads on raised fill material and installing drainage reduce wetness. Coarse textured subgrade or base material helps improve soil strength. The main limitations affecting use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields are the seasonal high water table, the depth to bedrock, and the slow percolation. According to the soil survey reference book sited, a specially designed septic tank absorption field,

including drainage around the site, will adequately filter effluent. It further points out that other nearby soils that are higher on the landscape are better suited to this use.

LoB - Lordstown channery silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes . This gently sloping soil is moderately deep and well drained. It is on bedrock-controlled benches and hilltops.. Areas of this soil are long and narrow or irregularly shaped and range from 3 to 25 acres in size.  Depth to bedrock in this soil is 20 to 40 inches. The rooting depth is mainly 20 to 30 inches. Permeability 
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is moderate. The available water capacity is moderate. Runoff is medium. Most of the acreage is used as hayland, pasture, or woodland. This soil is well  suited to many cultivated crops grown in the area. Author notes that it ranks among the best suited soils in the county for food and fiber production. Erosion is a hazard if cultivated crops are grown.  The main limitations of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements are the depth to bedrock. Placing the basement floor on bedrock and adding fill to landscape around it help overcome this limitation. The main limitation of this soil for local roads and streets are the moderate depth to bedrock and a moderate frost-action potential.. Carefully planning roads will avoid cutting grades into bedrock. Providing coarse textured subgrade or base material to frost depth helps reduce frost action. The main limitation affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields is the depth to bedrock. Installing septic tank absorption fields on included soils that are deeper to bedrock will ensure proper filtering of effluent and reduce seepage into crevices and fractures in the bedrock. The author of the soil survey advises that the nearby, very deep Nunda soils are better suited to this use.

LoC - Lordstown channery silt loam, 8 to 15 percent slopes . This strongly sloping soil is moderately deep and well drained. It is on bedrock-controlled hillsides and ridges. Areas of this soil are long and narrow or irregularly shaped and range from 3 to 100 acres in size.  Depth to bedrock in this soil is 20 to 40 inches. The rooting depth is mainly 20 to 30 inches. Permeability is moderate. The available water capacity is moderate. Runoff is medium. Most of the acreage is used as woodland. Some areas are used for pasture or hay.  This soil is moderately suited to cultivated crops. Erosion is a severe hazard on long slopes.  The main limitations of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements are the depth to bedrock. Placing the basement floor on bedrock and adding fill to landscape around it help overcome this limitation. Erosion is a hazard during construction. Maintaining the vegetative cover adjacent to the construction site and diverting runoff help control erosion. The main limitation of this soil for local roads and streets are the moderate depth to bedrock and a moderate frost-action potential.. The main limitations affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields are the depth to bedrock and the slope. Carefully planning roads and constructing them on the contour will avoid cutting grades into bedrock. Providing coarse textured subgrade or base material to frost depth helps reduce frost action. The main limitation affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields is the depth to bedrock. Installing septic tank absorption fields on included soils that are deeper to bedrock will ensure proper filtering of effluent and reduce seepage into crevices and fractures in the bedrock. The author of the soil survey advises that the nearby, very deep Nuda soils are better suited to this use.

LoD - Lordstown channery silt loam, 15 to 25 percent slopes (LoD). This moderately steep soil is moderately deep and well drained. It is on bedrock controlled hillsides. Depth to bedrock in this soil is 20 to 40 inches. The rooting depth is mainly 20 to 30 inches. Permeability is moderate. The available water capacity is moderate. Runoff is rapid. Northern red oak, sugar maple, white ash, beech, and hemlock are common on this soil. The main limitations of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements are the depth to bedrock and the slope. The main limitation of this soil for local roads and streets is the slope. The main limitations affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields are the depth to bedrock and the slope. This nearly level soil is very deep and somewhat poorly drained. Seasonal high water table is ½ foot to 1 ½ feet below the surface from January to May. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. The main limitation of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements is the seasonal high water table. For local roads and streets limitation is the seasonal high water table.

LrE – Lordstown-Arnot complex, 25 to 45 percent slopes, very rocky. This unit is on steep, bedrock-controlled hillsides. I consists of 45 percent moderately deep, well drained Lordstown 
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soil; 25 percent shallow, somewhat excessively drained to moderately well drained Arnot soil; 25 percent other soils; and 5 percent areas of rock outcrop, mainly on the top of slopes. The seasonal high water table in the Lordstown soil is below a depth of 6 feet. In some areas it is perched above bedrock in early spring. Depth to bedrock is 20 to 40 inches. In the Arnot soil it is 10 to 20 inches. It restricts rooting depth, which is mainly in the upper 20 inches. Permeability is moderate. Runoff is very rapid. The main limitations of these soils on sites for dwellings with basements are the depth to bedrock and the slope. The main limitations of these soils for local roads and streets are the slope and depth to bedrock. Careful planning can avoid the use of these soils for roads. On these soils, carefully planning grades and layout of roads will avoid the need for rock removal. The roads should be built on the contour where possible. The main limitations of the Lordstown and Arnot soils to use as sites foe septic tank absorption fields are the slope and the depth to bedrock. Seepage of effluent across hillsides and into crevices and fractures in the bedrock is a hazard. Nearby soils that are less sloping and deeper to bedrock are better suited to this use. 

NuD – Nunda silt loam, 15 to 25 percent slopes. - This moderately steep soil is very deep and moderately well drained. The seasonal high water table in this Nunda soil is at a depth of 1 ½ to 2 feet from March to May. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate in the surface layer and in the upper part of the subsoil and slow or very slow below. The available water capacity is high, and runoff is rapid. The main limitations of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements are the seasonal high water table and slope. Foundation drains and interceptor drains upslope from construction sites divert runoff and reduce wetness. Cutting and filling in construction benches and grading help overcome the slope limitation. Erosion is a severe hazard during construction. Maintaining the vegetative cover adjacent to the site, diverting runoff from the higher areas, and mulching help control erosion. The main limitations of this soil for local roads and streets are the slope and the frost-action potential. The main limitations affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields are the seasonal high water table, the slow percolation, and the slope. Installing a drainage system around the absorption fields and diversions to intercept runoff from the higher areas will reduce wetness. Enlarging the absorption field or the trench below the distribution lines will improve percolation. Installing distribution lines on the contour with drop boxes or other structures will ensure even distribution of effluent. 

NuE – Nunda silt loam, 25 to 35 percent slopes - This steep soil is very deep and moderately well drained. The seasonal high water table in this Nunda soil is at a depth of 1 ½ to 2 feet from March to May. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. The available water capacity is high, and runoff is rapid. The main limitations of this soil on sites for dwellings with basements are the seasonal high water table and the slope. These limitations make construction operations difficult. The main limitations of this soil for local roads and streets are the slope and the frost-action potential. Coarse textured fill material will reduce frost heave. The slope makes locating roads difficult. Erosion is a severe hazard. The main limitations affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields are the seasonal high water table, the slow percolation, and the slope. Other nearby soils that are less sloping are better suited to this use. Finding suitable sites and installation are difficult on this soil.

VaB – Valois gravelly loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes – This gently slopping soil is very deep and well drained. It is on low-lying, gently rolling till plains. The seasonal high water table in this soil is at a depth of more than 6 feet. Depth to bedrock is more than 60 inches. Permeability is moderate in the surface layer and subsoil and moderate to moderately rapid in the substratum. The available water capacity is moderate, and runoff is medium. This soil is well suited to cultivated crops. It is among the best suited soils in the county for food and fiber production. Rock fragments are a slight limitation to cultivation. Erosion is a slight hazard. This soil has no 
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limitations on sites for dwellings with basements. The main limitation of this soil for local roads and streets is the frost-action potential. Constructing roads on coarse textured, raised fill material will reduce the frost-action potential. The main limitation affecting the use of this soil as a site for septic tank absorption fields is slow percolation. Enlarging the absorption field or the trenches below the distribution lines will improve percolation.  

Drainage/Wetlands: According to the Fletchers, the residence on Lot #1 is on a hill and there is no standing water nor is there any wetlands. A review of floodplain maps from the FEMA website shows all of the property except for the area on both side of the Bozenkill and the tributary leading to it from the south to be in Zone. The area on both side of the creek and the tributary are in Zone A. By definition Zone A is considered a high risk area described as areas with a 1 % annual chance of flooding and a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30 year mortgage. By definition, Zone C is described as an area of minimal flood hazard, usually depicted on FIRMs (Flood Insurance Rate Maps) as above the 500-year flood level.

On the maps the area designated as Zone A extends  approximately 400 feet to the north and 240 feet to the south of the Bozenkill at the southwest corner of the property. At a point approximately 1280 feet to the east of the southwest corner the Zone A floodplain area extends about 80 feet north of the creek and 240 feet south of the creek. At about 2560 feet from the southwest corner this zone extends about 80 feet on both sides of the creek, as it also does at a point 3840 feet from the south west corner. At Westfall Road, the zone A area extends about 320 feet to the north and 80 feet to the south if the Creek. At a point about even with the residence, the Zone A area extends about 240 to the north of the creek and about 120 feet south toward the residence. At the northeast corner of the property Zone A extends about 400 feet on the north side of the creek and about 80 feet on the south side.  Also there is an area of Zone A which extends southwest and is about 160 feet wide where the tributary streams enter from the southwest corner near the mid point of the portion of the Bozenkill which crosses the property. This part of the flood plain area is about 160 feet wide and about 640 long extending about halfway distance to the D & H railway tracks. 

A review of the floodplain map which includes Lot #1 indicates that the residence, as indicated on the application drawing, is about 100 feet from the south side of the flood plain. Tax records indicate house was built in 1962 which verifies that it apparently has withstood any flooding that has occurred during the last fifty years. From GCAC's observation, if the residence does receive any flood waters, it would appear that possibly the basement area might be susceptible to the effects of high water due to the rear of the basement opening out to lawn area at ground level. A review of mapquest shows north side of residence is about 87.5 feet from the south edge of the creek bed which would still place the residence slightly outside of Zone A of the floodplain.  

Due to the topography, natural drainage is toward the creek from both north and south sides.

A short distance up Westfall Road north of the bridge there is a feeder stream which flow from the north and crosses under the east side of the road from Lot #2 to Lot #1 as it proceeds to the creek.  

Septic/Wells: Plan is to use existing well and septic system on Lot #1. Well, which reportedly is only about two years old, is located to the rear (northeast) of the residence. According to Fletchers the septic is between the house and the garage. 

Visual Impact: Since on new develop is planned on Lot #1 and if a residence were to be built on Lot #2 there would be plenty of trees along Westfall Road to hide it, there is no negative visual impact envisioned from this proposed subdivision.
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Endangered Species: No known butterflies nor bats of endangered species according to the Fletchers and none observed by GCAC at time of site visit.

Historical Considerations: According to the Fletchers, there is a possible Revolutionary War cemetery on Lot #1 which reportedly used to be cared for by the DAR. Thus, at the time of the 8/24 site visit, the Fletchers showed GCAC where this was located near the east boundary of Lot #1 a short distance from the creek and apparently in the path of the overflow waters from either or both the creek and the pond since the path leading to the cemetery showed signs to this effect. The grave stones were difficult to read and the cemetery is in need of maintenance. No other things of historical significance noted or seen by GCAC at time of site visit.  

A search of information related to the burial ground resulted in the following information which should be useful to the Town Historian. From the Records of early burial places on the farms in the town of Guilderland, N.Y. and surrounding towns compiled by William A. Brinkman, Historian Town of Guilderland, Altamont NY RD1, 1940, the following is identified on a map and described in the following way: On the old VanAuken farm, now Walter Petrie, on the south bank of the Bozen Kill Creek and 600 feet east of the house on the west side of a stone wall fence. Eleven stones are visible. 
Henry VanAuken, died September 1, 1825 aged 70 years. Born February 28, 1755. A soldier in the War of the Revolution. 
Maria VanAuken, wife, died September 18, 1812, born August 14, 1752 
Caleb Truax, died September, 13, 1808, born November 9, 1747. A soldier in the Revolution. 
Jane Ann VanAuken, a daughter of Henry S. died 1848 aged 3 years 
James VanAuken, a son of Henry S. died 1848 aged 5 years 
Levi VanAuken, born November 30, 1756, died about 1830. A Lieutenant in the Revolution. 
Elizabeth Terpening, wife of Levi, died -------- ?

GCAC further verified that an enlisted soldier Caleb Truax was a member of Col. Abraham Wemple's 2nd Regiment – Albany County Militia; and that Lieut. Levi Van Auken and enlistee Henry Van Auken were members of Col. Philip P. Schuyler's 3rd Regiment – Albany County militia. (Pages 100, 101 and 103 of “New York in the Revolution as Colony and State Vol. 1. - A Compilation Of Documents And Records From The Office Of The State Comptroller" – 1904 : via California Digital Library). 

Submitted by: ________________________

                         John G. Wemple, Jr. - Chair

